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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . As of entry of the Applicant's response filed on 09/08/2006, claims 1 -1 2 and 1 7- 
20 are pending in this application as result of the cancellation of claims 13-16. 

Specification 

2. The specification has been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of possible minor errors. However, the applicant's cooperation is requested in 
correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/06/2004. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 , 8 and 17 recite the limitation "the respective content " in line 7. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 1, 8, and 17, the phrase "setting information defining display methods" 
renders the claims indefinite because it is not clear what are the display methods. Is 
that the display methods on user's interface or something else?. 
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Claims 2-1 1 and 18-20 depend from rejected claims 1 , 8 and 1 7 thereby render 
these dependent claims indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 02 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U. S. C. § 102 (e) as being anticipated by Ying et al. 
(U.S. Pub. No. 20030179223). 

With respect to claim 1 , as best underdressed, Ying et al. discloses a content 
management apparatus comprising: acquiring means for acquiring content information 
indicative of attributes of content respectively (clinical test) (see fig. 12 and paragraph 
0054) stored in a plurality of storage devices (14 or 18) connected to a network (see fig. 
1 ); and sorting means for, when creating list information of the respective content using 
the content information (see fig. 12) and displaying the list information in a unified 
format (see paragraph 0027), executing sort processing of the list information according 
to setting information defining display methods (see paragraph 0043). 

7. Claim 1-12 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U. S. C. § 102 (e) as being 
anticipated by Grimes et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 20020057297). 
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With respect to claims 1 , 8 and 17, as best underdressed, Grimes et al. discloses 
a content management apparatus comprising: acquiring means for acquiring content 
information indicative of attributes of content respectively (see figs. 5-7 and paragraph 
0047) stored in a plurality of storage devices (20,28,62 or 33, see paragraph 0021 , 
0027,0034) connected to a network (see fig. 1,3); and sorting means for, when creating 
list information of the respective content using the content information (see fig. 5-7) and 
displaying the list information in a unified format (hyper-text markup language)(see 
paragraph 0044), executing sort processing of the list information according to setting 
information defining display methods (see paragraph 0044), creating display list 
information according to filter-setting information defining display methods (see fig. 12- 
13). 

With respect to claims 2 and 18, Grimes et al. discloses the sorting means 
executes sort processing of the list information according to information in a setting file 
defining display methods for use when identical content is present (see paragraph 
0043),using the information in the setting file as the setting information (see paragraph 
0047). 

With respect to claim 3, Grimes discloses the sorting means determines whether 
identical content information (categories) is present among the content information 
acquired by the acquiring means based on conditions (filter) for determining whether 
identical content is present (title), and executes designated sort processing of the list 
information including the identical content information (see paragraph 0047). 
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With respect to claim 4, Grimes discloses the sorting means determines whether 
identical content information is present among the content information acquired by the 
acquiring means according to judgment information (receive user filter 1 54) for 
determining whether identical content is present (using the filter)(see fig. 8), and 
executes designated sort processing of the list information including the identical 
content information according to information in a setting file defining display methods 
for use when identical content is present, using the information in the setting file as the 
setting information (see fig. 8). 

With respect to claim 5 f with best understood, Grimes discloses the setting 
information is information in a setting file containing information for determining, for 
each category of content (title), whether identical content is present and information 
defining display methods for use when identical content is present (see fig. 8). 

With respect to claim 6, with best understood, Grimes discloses display means 
for displaying in list form the list information sorted by the sorting means (see fig. 12- 
13). 

With respect to claims 7 and 19, with best understood, Grimes discloses sorting 
means is further operative for creating display list information according to filter-setting 
information (receive user filter 154) defining additional display method (see fig. 8). 

With respect to claims 9, and 20, with best understood, Grimes discloses the 
sorting means executes processing in which content failing to meet a content 
reproduction condition defined by the filter-setting information (user defines the filter) is 
removed from the list information (see figs. 9-12). 
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With respect to claim 10, with best understood, Crimes discloses the sorting 
means creates the display list information defining a display style of content information 
of contend failing to meet a content reproduction condition defined by the filter-setting 
information (user define the filter)(see figs. 8-12), which is different from a display style 
designated to other content information (the move category and music category in fig. 
5 have different type displaying)(see fig. 5). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , with best understood, Crimes discloses the filter-setting 
information is information in a file defining, for each reproduction format of content, a 
permissible range of transmission speeds of a server managing content as a content 
reproduction condition, and each designation information of a display style for use 
when transmission speed of the server is outside the permissible range (see paragraph 
0024-0025). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung T. Vy whose telephone number is 571-2721954. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30am - 5.30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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